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East Ilsley Sheep Fair Weekend 2019 
 

The weekend kicked off with the Disco on Friday night, the weather was perfect for 
sitting outside the tent and the kids had a great time playing with friends, running 
around in the open air and boogie-ing on down to Darrenôs Disco. His daughter did 
a fantastic job organising games for them too, especially popular was the ópaper 
throwing against the óMumsô, something the adults should participate in next time, 
looked like great fun. 
 

It was good to see familiar faces there and whilst the kids were occupied the adults could relax and enjoy the 
bar organised by Paul Richardson & his merry band of helpers. The Chilli & Hot Dogs went down well especially 
when the evening got a little chilly later on (pardon the pun!) 
 
As always, everyone involved in the Fete worked tirelessly and the committee are extremely grateful to all who 
lent a hand and gave their time over the weekend and would like to thank everyone who attended and 
supported us. There is a huge amount of work /preparation that goes on the week before the actual Fair and a 
special mention must go to Pete Goddard (Aka the Site Manager) who fetched and carried back and forth from 
the container everything we needed to set the field up and to Ian Wilson who prepared the meadow beforehand. 
A MASSIVE  thank you to those of you who gave generous donations and sponsorship.  
 
On Sunday, there was plenty going on from Tomahawk throwing and fire lighting skills from the Compton 
Scouts and their cubs also ran the BBQ brilliantly earning themselves some badges along the way. Erica had a 
high ol time running the Dog Show and the pooches were proudly wearing the rosettes around the field as the 
afternoon went on. Not even the rain could dampen the spirits and the Bottle Tombola and raffle were kept busy 
virtually all afternoon. 
 
Earlier on the Saturday, the judges went round the village to make the hard 
decision on who had won the best decorated houses, there were some excellent 
efforts and the bottles of fizz were awarded jointly to The Saxton Browne and 
Chaillier families and the judges decided that for sheer effort alone to get his 
scarecrow up there, an extra bottle went to Seb Parfitt at The Barn. 
 
The amount we have been able to donate changes each year; as it depends on 
the footfall over the weekend, but happily we are in a position to donate to the 
various charities and organisations around the village and also to the Scouts 
who contributed so much. 

 
Making the fete happen is tough and without our óregularô helpers, who pitch in 
each year, we could not manage, this year it was lovely to see some new faces 
óhelping outô and the committee greatly appreciated it, we do need help, so 
please think about volunteering, there is lots to do particularly the week 
beforehand, you donôt need to be on the committee, but we need YOU, 
otherwise this great village óget-togetherô will cease. 
 
Youõre Sheep Fair Committee  
Alan Harris, Paula Finch, Hayley Starr & Ali Allan 
 



 

 

 

East Ilsley Communicator ς Issue 95 

  

  2  
 

 

Next Parish Council meeting is Monday 24 th  June 7:30pm at The 
Ilsleys School hall. (Tonight!)  

 
Future Parish Council meetings are scheduled to take place at The Ilsleys School hall on: 

Tuesday 16th July 2019 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 

Tuesday 19th November 2019 

Tuesday 14th January 2020 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 
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Community Survey Results on the Future of St Maryôs Church East Ilsley  
 

A big óthank youô to all those who completed the St Maryôs Church questionnaires which were 

collected from you at the end of May. Of the 240 households in East Ilsley, 77 surveys were 

completed, the results of which are shown on the next page. 

 

There were, of course, other proposals as to how we could raise enough funds to repair the structure 

and reconfigure the church building interior by turning it into a valued community asset. Suggestions 

included: 

¶ A library and second-hand book service 

¶ Art classes  

¶ Baby and toddler groups  

¶ Breakfast club (pre-school) 

¶ Birthday and family events 

¶ Gardening club 

¶ Quiz nights 

¶ Cake stall 

¶ Scouts/guides/cubs 

¶ Craft fairs 

¶ Bell-ringers training  

Due to the ancient building being grade 1 listed, any alterations would require special planning 

permissions and sensitive alterations to the interior, in order to retain its character and religious 

status. 

 

There are some essential major issues to be overcome ï we will need toilet facilities, a kitchen, 

improved heating, disabled access and parking spaces, while retaining the chancel and alter table for 

religious services. 

 

Your responses have given our Parochial Church Council the support we need to attract grant 

funding, whist in tandem; our village has the opportunity to raise money: however, we have started. 

 

We intend to keep you, the residents and the Parish Council fully informed as we progress. 

 

Should you wish to be involved with the exciting plans for the future use of St Maryôs Church, 

please do contact any member of St Maryôs Parochial Church Council, as shown on our Village 

Facebook page.  
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Survey Results on the Future of St Maryõs Church East Ilsley Questionnaire 

 
Is the continued presence of the church building an important feature within the village   
        yes / 70  no / 2 DNA / 5 
East Ilsley has been without a community centre for some considerable time.  Do you feel that a community 
centre would be of benefit to the village?   Yes / 76  no / 1 DNA / 0 
 
If it were possible to create a community centre within a Re-Ordered church where a range of activities 
could be hosted, would any of the following be of potential interest? 

¶ Fitness classes / yoga / Pilates etc   yes / 61   no / 11 DNA / 5 

¶ After Hours Youth Centre    yes / 45  no / 19 DNA / 13 

¶ Village Associations i.e. Evergreens, History Society yes / 64  no / 8 DNA / 5 

¶ Concerts / Cinema Club / Barn Dance etc  yes / 66  no / 7 DNA / 4 

¶ Farmers / Produce Market    yes / 68  no / 3 DNA / 6 

¶ Additional school class rooms    yes / 49  no / 10 DNA / 18 
 
To achieve the above significant funds will need to be raised or identified via grants.  As part of a village 
fundraising initiative, do you think you would support some of the following ideas? 

¶ Car Boot Sale      yes / 59  no / 9  DNA / 9 

¶ Auction of Promises     yes / 53  no / 8 DNA / 16 

¶ Organised  Community Activities (i.e. walk, run, cycle) yes / 54  no / 9 DNA / 14 

¶ Beer Festival      yes / 50  no / 15 DNA / 12 

¶ Flower Festival      yes / 66  no / 4 DNA / 7 

¶ Dinner with celebrity speaker    yes / 44  no / 17 DNA / 16 

 

*DNA stands for ñDid Not Answerò 
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The Rt Hon Richard Benyon MP  

Member of Parliament for Newbury 

 
 

Lƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ been an eventful few weeks in Parliament but for me the most significant 
moment was on June 12 when the Government made the historic announcement that it will 
legislate to end our contribution to climate change by 2050. A really important step towards net 
ȊŜǊƻΣ ŎŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƭƻǿ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

  
I met with the students on the SchoolStrike4climate in Newbury and I know that at least one 
student from the Downs ς maybe many more ς attended the national strike in London. She was less 
than complimentary about the debate in the House of Commons two weeks later but she should be 
encouraged by the level of cross-party support for change and the seriousness with which this 
ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΦ 

  
She asƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǇǎΥ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŘƻΚ ¸Ŝǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 
Government policy, tackling the big polluters like fossil fuels and diesel cars (no longer for sale from 
нлол ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ нлпрύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭso to do with each one of us making 
lifestyle changes. Reducing single-ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀǎ IǳƎƘ CŜŀǊƴƭŜȅ ²ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎǎǘŀƭƭΩǎ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ 
Plastic showed so clearly but taxing plastic bags, banning stirrers, cotton buds and straws, and 
actioning initiatives like a bottle deposit scheme and the Refill scheme are steps in the right 
direction.   
  
This needs to go hand in hand with support for the environment. I am a trustee of a charity called 
Plantlife, a charity working nationally and internationally to save threatened wild flowers, plants 
and fungi. It launched a road verges campaign back in 2013 to maximise the potential of our 
roadside verges. There are nearly 500,000 kms of rural road verge in the UK which, if managed 
correctly, can be home to over 700 species of wild flower, nearly 45% of our total flora ς and a 
haven for a multitude of bees, butterflies, birds and bugs. 

  
But verges are under considerable pressure. Residents of East Ilsley will know better more than 
most how overgrown vegetation can contribute to poor visibility and increased danger at busy road 
junctions, while a desire for roadsides to look neat and tidy do not help. However, this is one area 
where there might be a silver lining to the cloud of budget constraints. Cutting less costs less, 
especially when you factor in collection of grass clippings and, yes, litter. And cutting later can make 
a huge difference allowing time for plants to flower so that pollinators can work their magic and 
seeds can ripen and fall to the ground ς improving the display every year. The verges between 
Compton and East Ilsley are living proof of this and it is good to see that West Berkshire Council is 
taking this seriously, only cutting rural verges twice a year, and trialling wildflower planting which 
will transform stretches of our roadside into ribbons of bio-diversity. You can check the interactive 
map to see which verges the Council is responsible for and feedback your views on whether you 
approve of leaving them uncut for longer in future. 
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From the Editor  
Welcome to Summer  Edition of the EIC  
 

Woohoo! The Summer is here! - I have a lot to get through this 
edition , Ăþ ûôăˑĂ just jump right into it.  
 

West Ilsley Village Fete: - $þýˑă õþāöôă ăþ ąøĂøă ðāô 
sister village  fet e this summer . 
Sunday 7th  July  
12pm - 4:30pm  
                                                          

Park: - As some of you on social media might be aware, the parish 
council are not going to rush the park, and are going to try and 

make it the best village park in the country.   
So instead of rushing it with crummy equipment, they are holding 
out for maximum funds.  
This summer is not looking likely. If ÙÏÕȭÒÅ like me and take your 

children for a run around most days in the summer holidays, ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
techy. I think we are all going to have to put are heads together in ways to make 
the play field fun. I have still not got the goals I wanted after being let down 
twice. I do have a 3rd lead for some, which is looking good. 

 
Dog Bins: - If you find a dog bin that is full, please contact the 
Parish Council as soon as you can, so West Berks Council can 
be contacted to empty it. Thank you.  
I know they have been getting rather full recently, which is 

great that everyone is picking up their poop, faster than it can be emptied.  J  

 
Dog Fouling :- While I still feel things are much improved from the 
winter , its curious there are still a lot of little pebble dashers about? 
I am pretty sure small poops still count as dog fouling, and I even 
had the joy of stepping in one of the little nuggets a few weeks ago. 
They are also hard to see. If you canȭt pick them up because you 

have a bad back *CoughCough pretty please boot them out the way. 
I hate writing about this as it always makes me sound like such a tyrant. I do 
though, as its still one of the main village concerns and annoyances. 
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Footpaths:- The Parish council will be looking into purchasing a 

Brush cutter. If you would like to clear any of the paths near where you 

live that would be fine. You wonôt be arrested for  

criminal damage.  

 

Maybe we can have a village Competition for who has the best kept footpath near 

them. 

 

Flowers:- Itôs really nice to see so many flowers round the village coming 

into fruition, specially the roses. 

 

Deer:- Some of you may have noticed more deer about the village. I am 

not quite sure why that is, but there you go. You may even see them pop 

into your garden from time to time, if youôre lucky. I wanted to mention 

this as I have freed two deer stuck in fences in so many weeks. I have 

never untangled a deer once in my life, so it was weird to do it twice in succession. It 

could have even been the same dippy little deer, hard to tell. If you do hear one 

screaming away near your house, good chance they have got stuck in a fence again, as 

when they get spooked they literally dive straight through hedges and fences not 

knowing they can get stuck. Oh boy do they make a racket when they shriek.  

 

Annual Council Meeting:- I thought I would write a short 

bit as member of the public looking in on the meeting. 

 

I would encourage all of you to attend at least 1 meeting in 

your life time living in the village. You really do matter, and 

the Parish Council really do want to hear your opinions, from whatever background 

youôre from. 

 

I had this crazy notion in my head before I attended my first meeting; it was going to 

be awkward and unwelcoming. That could not be further from the truth. 

All the councillors are very unique and different, and very approachable. We are lucky 

to have a core team like this, trying their best for the village.   

 

The meeting itself was quite well attended, since it is the annual meeting, 

and a very impressive spread of sandwiches and wine was provided for 

everyone.  
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The 1
st
 talk  was by Hazel Sopp and Ann regarding adult social care in rural villages. If you are 

having a hard time getting about or anything in your day to day living is getting difficult  out here in 

the village, please get into contact with West Berkshire Council, as they have host of schemes, 

agencies and groups that will be able to help and support you if you need it now, or in the future.  

 

The 2
nd

 talk  was by Alisdair Cunningham regarding Greenfest that takes place on the 7
th
 September 

2019 at Hampstead Norreys. This does sound like an amazing event with so many good green 

initiative plans. Towards the end of his speech all I heard was ñcycle pathsò I got over excited and 

totally interrupted him. That truly would be amazing to have more cycle paths.  

I am so sorry Alistair for interrupting. 

  
Imagine if there was a cycle path that at least went to Compton, which was safe away from the road. 

Gives me the heebie jeebies every time I see a cyclist on there, as itôs a fast and narrow road, and a 

lot of cars hammer along it.   

 
The 3

rd
 talk  Ali Allen gave a talk on the history of the trust fund and how it was 

originally for a village hall. Interesting this sparked a lot of debate, and at the end 

of her talk, everyone seemed to agree that the village really, REALLY does need a 

community space of some kind. 

Will the village Church and its super hero backers come to the rescue? 

Only time will tellé. 

 

The 4
th

 Talk, Brendan discussed the Park. He really does need more of your ideas and suggestion to 

what you want. Draw a picture of your ideal park if you want. I will start the ball rolling. 

It would be great if there was a tarmac path round the edge of the park green for the 

time being. Least children could bike, skateboard, roller skate or scoot round, which I 

imagine would give them a lot of play time. There is not really anywhere safe or 

suitable to do that kind of stuff. I guess apart from Sunrise Hill maybe. Itôs not really 

close to most people though.  Oh boy that is fun going down there on a scooter.  

 

The 5
th

 Talk  Steve Coleman the village Flood Warden. Gave a serious talk on flooding in the village 

and how it is imperative that the pond is kept clear of silt, and the reeds are thinned out, so the river 

can flow well. I did get the impression if a chain reaction of poor flood management, combined with 

torrential weather, flooding might not be a maybe, but a certainty!  

A few people might remember the Great East Ilsley floods of 2014, where the 

Army and Fire service had to come into the village, and pump the water out. (I am 

still hunting for pictures of this, if anyone has any, please email them to me)  Steve 

has handed in his notice in, and is standing down as Flood Warden. So if you 

would like to be the new Flood Warden, please contact the Parish Council, and you 

will be herald as a village saint, if you can keep it protected from flooding.  
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Proposalõs for St Maryõs Church Questionnaire:- I am going to do 

my very best at trying to explain this. As I originally had a hard time trying 

to get my head round how an 800 year old Church, can become a usable 

indoor space for the community. 

 

First off, the church is not going anywhere, I am pretty sure itõs never 

getting knocked down and having houses built on it. Plus it has a grave yard and is a grade I 

listed building (The highest rated building of special interest grade). 

So it will not be disappearing, butéé. 

It is not getting used an awful lot either.  

 

The proposals for its long term use are listed on the pages 3 and 4. 

This is nothing new, the village has been crying out for a couple of decades now, for a 

community hall or indoor space of some kind. They did at one time get very, very close back in 

2003-2005 , to getting one built. They even got a lot of funding raised which is still in a trust 

fund to this day. 

 

But, for whatever reason, the village at the time suddenly changed its mind on the whole idea, 

after years of working on getting one built. 

 

I was not living here at the time, but I have read all the EIC that were published around that 

era, and talked to people who were living here when it all fizzled out.  

As far as I can gather, interest weaned, and negativity of the project set in, and poisoned the 

enthusiasm for it.  

Most village halls or indoor spaces do get very well used, and just because you might hear of 

the odd one that struggles (for whatever reason) does not mean this villageõs community 

centre will? No chance. We are one of the best villages in the world, and have some of the best 

people, so there is no need to seed the thoughts of doubt that itõs a waste of money. Those 

people will probably be long gone from the village before itõs built anyway.  

 

So if there are any millionaires out there who want to help shortcut the fund raising (which 

could take while) the projects more than happy to take your money.  

 

I know £250,000 sounds like a lot of money just to fix a roof (and it is) but it is going to have to 

be done at some point anyway. So there really isnõt anyway round that. Once that is done. We 

only need £150,000 more (a bargain!) to update the indoor space to make it usable for all the 

things listed.  

 

It will still be used as a church for worship, but other things as well.  

 

Congregation is low, but service will always continue in some form, especially for Easter and 

Christmas services, which are very popular.  

 

This is going to be an issue that will continue for years and years till some kind of community 

space is found, converted or built. So hopefully your all get behind the project and the events 

attached to it, and fingers crossed it gets completed. 
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Village Website:-  Mġ˫Ě been a while since I gave a update on this. 
It did get decided in the end, that to save confusion, the Parish 
Council website would be built upon, instead of starting a new one. 
The village clerk is doing a fine job of working her way round the 
old one, and improving it and adding important information in.  

Things like: -   
¶ When the next Parish Council meeting are 
¶ The minutes of each Parish Council meeting ̃ ëÀĀÓĴ íæ ĴĆĥ ÎÀĀ˫ġ ÀġġÙĀÓ ÀĀÓ

want to know what was discussed)  
¶ Current and archived issues of the East Ilsley Communicator (if you ever 

wanted to research anything from times gone by)  
¶ Information on contact details for your Parish Councils 
¶ Village plans 
¶ Links to other village pages 
¶ Report anti- social behaviour , fly tipping, dog fouling or road and footpath 

repairs  

www.eastilsley-pc.gov.uk  
 

Front Cover:-  This Editions front cover is of Morgan Stuart, in the 
stocks, at the Sheep fair. Even the King makes an appearance. 
Credits for the picture go to her Father Derek, who gave me his 

blessing in using it as the cover, and I am really pleased he sent it in. It seems an 
iconic picture of the 2019 Fair.  
 

A special thank you to everybody that contributed putting this 
edition of the East Ilsley Communicator together.  
 
 

Facebook Discussion:-  The EIC publication will be posted, in colour, on the East 
Ilsley Freedom of Speech Facebook page. 
Like before, if anyone would like to start a discussion or post 
pictures about the relevant events gone by this last few months, I 
would love to hear from you, or see any media you have 
accumulated.  

 
Make a Note:-  The Next Edition of the East Ilsley Communicator will be out 
Monday the 26th August 2019 ˟  So I will need all entries for that edition in by 11pm 
Friday 23rd August 2019. 

http://www.eastilsley-pc.gov.uk/
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Hello from all of us here at The Ilsleys! We are all really 
enjoying our final half term at school and are keeping busy with 
lots of different end of term activities, including getting ready for 
the school production! The children have been very busy at 
home learning their lines and developing their acting skills ready 
for the performance.  
 
In Arctic Class, children recently enjoyed a visit from a very big 
tractor! It came into the school car park and each of the children 
were allowed to get inside and sit in the driverôs seat! They found 
out about how tractors operate and what farmers have to do.  

 
In Pacific Class, children in Year 3 and 4 really enjoyed their recent visit to Ufton Court where they 
stayed over for the night! They did a range of different activities over two days, including map work and 
a Roman banquet! The children were allowed to get dressed up into different costumes and then 
afterwards played traditional Roman games.  
 
In Atlantic Class, the children have been busy learning more about different leaders and governments. 
They are really looking forward to their upcoming trip to the Houses of Parliament as well as the Year 6 
trip to PGL! They also enjoyed a recent Science Challenge Day, organised by the AWE, where they 
could organise their own investigations as well as learn about the PH scale and see liquid nitrogen!  
 
Some Year 6 children from our school also recently took part in the Newbury District Swimming Gala! 
They thoroughly enjoyed themselves and did the school very proud. In addition to this, we recently had 
a visitor who prepared an interesting assembly about swimming safety for Drowning Prevention Week.  
 
Our óMoving Upô days will also be taking place in the near future. This is where each child gets to visit 
their new class and spend two days learning in those classrooms with their new teacher. It is also a 
great opportunity for the new Foundation Stage pupils to get to know the school and all the other 
children!  
 
Please see below a piece of writing about a jungle scene, written by Gracie who is in Year 6: 
 
Weak shards of sunlight filtered through the dense canopy, illuminating the winding forest trail. 
Hanging down from the thick branches of the towering trees, leaves every shade of green 
waved in the light breeze. Clumps of grass sprouted up around the curling roots and deep 
green moss heavily covered the trunks of the trees. Ferns and thorns hid in the deepest pits 
and shivered with every howl of the animals. Paw steps thudded and crunched over the leaves 
as each creature minded their own business. Branches creaked with the weight of the draping 
holly. Suddenly, the temperature dropped. The sun cooled and shadows danced in every hole. 
Howls stopped. Birds hushed. Silence. All that was heard was the drip, drip, drip of water 
trickling into the lake and the rustling of the leaves as a snake slithered over the cold grass. 
Hisses, as vicious as a rising current, were louder than thunder in the silence of the jungle. 
Trees shook with fear as the scales slid over its roots. 
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East Ilsley Communicator - July 

By the time this issue of the Communicator goes to print, the exam season will be over for another year. I have 
been very impressed with how our students have conducted themselves during what has been a very busy time 
for them, and I now look forward to results day in August where we can celebrate their achievements with them. 

Before then we have our Year 13 Leavers Ball and Year 11 prom to look forward to. Both are very enjoyable 
events and allow the students to spend an enjoyable evening together before they head off to university, 
apprenticeships, gap years or to employment. Many of those who have taken their GCSEs will return in 
September to the Sixth Form, so we look forward to seeing their familiar faces around school again.  

Sporting wise, we have celebrated many achievements this term. We had fantastic results at the recent County 
Athletics Championship held in Reading, with students winning Gold in the hurdles, javelin and discus events, 
plus several Silver and Bronze medals achieved. The three Gold medalists have qualified for the forthcoming 
English Schoolsô Athletics Championships, and we wish them every success. A group of Year 7 students also 
attended the annual District Quad Kids Athletics competition at Park House in Newbury. Competing in a number 
of events including the 800m and the long jump, they came away delighted to have won the Bronze medal and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school. 
 
This term we also have our sports days to look forward to, with a myriad of track and field events taking place 
and then our annual swimming gala. Hopefully the weather will have improved by then! 
 
At The Downs School we invest heavily in our careers programme, ensuring our students leave us having made 
the right career choices for them whether that be higher education, apprenticeships or entering the world of 
work. Our óAfter 18ô day for Year 12 students took place in mid-June, and this year we were joined by local 
employers BMW Group, Cisco and Stryker alongside representatives from Sussex University and Gap 360 
talking about their apprenticeship, further education and gap year opportunities.  
 
We were also joined by 15 former students who are currently studying subjects as diverse as Law, 
Neuroscience and Psychology at University, completing apprenticeships or pursuing internships. They 
participated in a óspeedy careersô event with the Year 12s, a fun and interactive session where students spent 
three minutes with each alumni,  with the opportunity to ask questions and hear about their experiences. From 
feedback after the event, we know that our current students found it reassuring to speak to those who have 
recent first-hand experience of the decision making process that starts in Sixth Form, and who are now 
successfully moving forward in either the next stage of their academic journey or starting their careers.  
 
Several past students took the opportunity to contact us after the event to say how much they enjoyed the 
chance to be back at their old school, with one writing: ñOne thing I wished I knew at school was just how great 
the people at The Downs School are. Itôs incredible how many teachers have your best interests at heart, so 
listen to them and trust them.ò  
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At The Downs School we work hard to help our students develop into well-rounded young adults, who are able 
to venture into a rapidly changing world with confidence and determination. To read comments like that from 
former students who appreciate all the hard work put in by my staff and senior leadership team makes me 
incredibly proud.  
  
Chris Prosser ð Headteacher 

 

Royal British Legion Compton, Ilsleys & Norreys ς an update 

 

Here are some dates for your diaries;  

East Ilsley Fete Sunday 2nd June 2019 ς our Branch will have a stand at the fete 

ǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ w.[Ωǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ άIƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ 

5ǳŎƪέ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 

75th D Day Anniversary & 50th Anniversary of the Start of N Ireland Operations Supper 6.45pm on Tuesday 

4 June ς we will be commemorating these two landmark anniversaries at a supper to be held at 6.45pm on 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ п WǳƴŜ нлмф ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ LƭǎƭŜȅ {ǿŀƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ attend but wish to 

remember those who served and made sacrifices. If you would like to attend please contact David Norbury 

tel 07770 326128 email davidnorbury@btinternet.com. 

Compton Fete Saturday 6th July 2019 - our Branch will once again have a stand at the fete staffed 

ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ w.[Ωǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ άIƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŎƪέ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 

Poppy Appeal Lunch 2019 ς Foinavon Compton Saturday 2nd November 2019 ς we are delighted to 

announce that this now annual event to launch the Poppy Appeal will have as its guest speaker this year Sir 

Mark Waller, former Lord Justice of Appeal and Intelligence Services Commissioner. We are greatly looking 

forward to hearing what this distinguished gentleman has to say to us. The Poppy Appeal gets fantastic 

support locally and our lunch will be held at the Foinavon on Saturday 2nd November 2019. Timings will be to 

gather at 12noon for lunch at 12.45 pm. The price per head will be £20 for a two course lunch with table 

wine.  Anyone wishing to attend and support this very worthwhile cause should please book through David 

Norbury tel 07770 326128 email davidnorbury@btinternet.com  you. 

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 10th November 2019 Aldworth ς this year this branch 

event will be in Aldworth. The parade will form up outside the Bell Inn at 1030am and march to St 

aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

outside wall at 1055am. The service will then continue inside. 

Membership  - we are a growing organisation and would welcome you as a member. You do not have to be 

ŜȄ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΗύ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ w.[ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

the serving and ex-serving community. The membership annual subscription is small at £17. To join, please 

contact one of the undersigned. Steve Allison tel 07812 991013 email steveallison1888@aol.com or David 

Norbury TD, tel 07770 326128 email davidnorbury@btinternet.com ς thank you. 

mailto:davidnorbury@btinternet.com
mailto:davidnorbury@btinternet.com
mailto:steveallison1888@aol.com
mailto:davidnorbury@btinternet.com
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East Ilsley 100 years ago (extracts from Newbury Weekly News)  

 

1
st
 May 1919 

BAPTIST CHURCH.  In the beautiful weather of Good Friday successful 

meetings were held in the Baptist Church on the occasion of the anniversary. Mr. J. Bond (of 

Reading) made a generous appeal to the friends of the mother church to pay a visit to East Ilsley; as a 

consequence a large number were motored over in a capacious bus, whilst many cycled. At each 

service the sanctuary was crowded. The afternoon sermon was preached by the Rev. R. G. Fairbairn, 

B.A. (pastor of mother church), and a short and beautiful dedication service was conducted for the 

village pastorôs little con. A public tea followed, many sitting outside, the church being full. The 

evening meeting was presided over by Mr. J. Bond, a constant friend and helper of the village 

causes; addresses were given by Rev. R. G. Fairbairn B.A., Pastor Arthur W. Shears, and the late 

Pastor, Mr. B. Josey. Altogether it was a record anniversary. 

 

DOUBLE WEDDING  ï On Easter Monday the two eldest daughters of ex Police Sergeant Cross of 

Sunny Brae, were married at the Parish Church. Great interest was taken in this unique event, the 

church being nearly full. The eldest daughter, Eva Rose, was wedded to Sam Holmes of East 

Woodhay, and the younger, Elsie May, to Norman G. Elliott of East Ilsley. The brides who arrived at 

the church with their father, were dressed in cream dresses, white shoes and stockings, and they wore 

wreaths and veils and carried bouquets of choice narcissi and daffodils, they were attended by five 

bridesmaids, Ella, Maud, Nina, and Lucy, sisters of the brides and Norma Jones, who were dressed in 

blue and white and carried bouquets. Mr. Holmesô best man was George Holmes, brother, and Mr. 

Elliottôs was Geo. Harper, cousin. The service which was choral was conducted by the rector, the 

Rev. Canon Whitham. Mrs. W. J. East presided at the organ and played the wedding march whilst 

the register was being signed. At the conclusion a merry peal of bells was rung. A reception was 

afterwards held at the Old Schoolroom, where the happy quartette received the congratulations of 

numerous relations and friends. About 50 sat down to breakfast. The presents received were both 

numerous and useful. 

 

8
th

 May 1919 

A meeting was held at the Old School on Monday evening for the purpose of affording discussion as 

to the form the village war memorial should take. About 50 parishioners attended, and the Rector 

presided. Five proposals were put to the meeting, and a show of hands taken on each. They were (1) 

a village hall, (2) a recreation ground, (3) a stained glass window in the church, (4) a new bell in the 

church tower, (5) a memorial cross. Each proposal was discussed separately. The show of hands 

resulted in a majority in favour of the new hall. a committee composed of the Rector, Messrs Field, 

Hibbert, and Goddard, Mesdames Eagles and H Pearce and Miss E. Lowe were appointed to consider 

ways and means of raising the necessary money. It is understood that a marble tablet is to be placed 

in the church with the names and regiments of the 20 men, natives of the parish, who have rendered 

the supreme sacrifice. There is also a proposal to erect a tablet in the village chapel. 

 

5
th

 June 1919 

RESIGNATION ï Mr Joseph Booker relieving officer and collector for 32 years, has intimated his 

intention to resign on September 30
th
 owing to age and indifferent health. The Guardians accepted 

the decision with regret, and recommended the addition of eight yearsô service so that he can obtain a 

full pension. 

Eric Saxton 
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Village Picture Quiz  ï The Answers  
Unfortunately we could not award a prize because no one handed in an answer sheet, 
although we suspect there were many discussions taking place in many homes around the 
village.  
The answers to the quiz set in the last issue of the communicator are as follows 

1. The wrought iron gate at Florence Cottage 

2. The corner of Puzzle Meadow 

3. The steps of Wheatsheaf House 

4. Kennet House Stables 

5. The outer door of the Church 

6. Window at The Hall  

7. Gate of Kennet House 

8. Railings outside School House 

9. Wall near the bottom of Church Hill  

10. Gable on the Former Star 

11. Front Door of Hobland House  

12. The corner opposite the church at the entrance of the alleyway. 

 
Take this list with you on a walk round the village, and ch eck out the 
answers.  
 
Why not take your own óPuzzle Pictureô of some feature (visible from the 
road) for the next EIC!!  

 

       

Autumn Group 
incorporating the  

Hobbies Club 
Autumn Club News 
 Recent Events 

In May the Members took part in a successful plant swop ï just in time for spring planting. 

June saw a large audience watching a fashion show put on by Edinburgh Woollen Mill, and also in 

June Steve from East Ilsley gave a fascinating account of his experiences using metal detectors, with 

lots of artefacts to look at. 

  

Future Activities   
July 2

nd
.      Pony and Trap Rides 

July 9
th
.       Chairmanôs Garden Party.   ( Patôs Garden, 1.00pm. ) 

July 23
rd

.     ñShow and Tellò 

July 30
th
.     Pottery Painting 
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The Handy bus  

Hopefully you are all aware of the Downland Volunteer Group, the DVG, which has been 

in existence since the early eighties. It was set up to help residents in the Downland 

villages who had problems attending appointments at the hospitals in our area, the 

surgeries and dentists. We have a team of some 40 volunteer drivers using their own cars 

to drive the patients to their appointments.  

In recent years we have also managed the day to day running of the Handy  bus service 

by recruiting volunteer drivers for th is vehicle and scheduling trips mainly to the Newbury 

shops but also to  Wantage. The Handy bus was owned and maintained by the West Berks 

Council. As part of their re -structuring and cost saving plans they have requested that the 

local charities, like the DVG, take over full control of the Handy  bus service. From the 

beginning of April  the DVG will be fully responsible for the servicing, maintenance, safety 

checks plus tax and insurance of the vehicle. It will become our property and we are 

expected to fulf il our obligations to the Community Transport Services.  

 

This twelve seater Mercedes bus makes schedule trips on certain days from the main 

villages in the area. Whilst it is ideal for older residents,  anyone can travel on the Handy  

bus, although it is not  equipped to carry children. It is particularly useful for anyone 

temporarily incapacitated and unable to drive or carry shopping. For just Ã3.00 return the 

passengers are driven to Newbury, either Sainsburyõs or Tescoõs, the driver will load up 

their shopping and will even carry it to their front door. The difference between the 

Handy bus and a normal bus service is that you would need to book yourself on to it in 

advance- a bit like a taxi service! Bus passes cannot be used on the Handy bus. 

 

We believe many more people could benefit from the Handy  bus service. We need to 

increase passenger numbers and we will not raise the Ã3.00 fare this year and hope that 

with grants and sponsorship the  Handy bus service will be a non-profit but self - financing 

operation  in the near future. To book yourself a trip simply phone the Handy  bus 

coordinator on  07437 543 098 to find out when we are in your village, at what time you 

will be collected and what time you can expect to be home.  
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News from Carolyne Culver, your West Berkshire councillor 
The biggest challenge facing us is climate change, and I'm pleased to report that there is now cross-party 
consensus at the council that we need to announce a climate emergency and come up with a plan to reduce 
our carbon footprint to zero by 2030. There is a growing number of councils around the country making the 
same commitment. Green councillors have submitted a motion for the next council meeting on 2 July to oppose 
Heathrow expansion. A third runway is not compatible with tackling climate change.  
 
I would like to see our council collect a wider variety of plastics - like Reading and Oxford councils - and I will 
keep campaigning about this. In the meantime, I am doing what I can to make a difference. I am collecting crisp 
packets and bread packaging for recycling by a company called TerraCycle. If you would like to participate, 
please put these items in the green bin on my driveway at 1 Forge Cottages, Abingdon Road.  
 
I visited West Berkshire Brewery recently, which is in our ward, to find out more about this growing business 
and, no, I didn't get any freebies! I also visited Beeswax Dyson, who own the land between East Ilsley and 
Compton, to find out about their important work planting hedges, maintaining wildflower field margins, and 
providing habitat for stone curlew and barn owls. I'm working with the council to identify verges and green 
spaces where we can encourage wildflower growth in the future. If there are any verges or green space that you 
are concerned about because they have been cut too early, or which you think would make a good spot for 
wildflowers to be sown, let me know. As we all know, insect 
populations are crashing in this country and we need pollinators! 
 
I am on the Western Area Planning Committee and the Planning 
Advisory Group, and will be taking every opportunity to make a case 
for more social and affordable housing, so that people arenôt priced 
out of living in this area, and development that is more sustainable 
from an environmental and wildlife perspective.  
 
Well done to the organisers of the Sheep Fair and disco, and all the 
people who volunteered to help. I was pleased to win a coconut! West 
Ilsley fete is on Sunday 7 July, and GreenFest - an event to promote 
environmentally friendly living - is in Hampstead Norreys on Saturday 
7 September. There is an advert for the latter in this edition of the 
Communicator. 
 
You can report fly tipping, unemptied bins, pot holes and so on by 
searching for óWest Berkshire Report a Problemô on the internet or 
visiting www.fixmystreet.com If itôs urgent please email 
customerservices@westberks.gov.uk or call 01635 551111. If you are not happy with the response you get 
please contact me. I have received lots of enquiries from concerned residents about a wide range of issues 
since I was elected last month. 
I hope you have a good summer! 
 
Best wishes Carolyne  -  Councillor for Ridgeway ward  
Carolyne.culver1@westberks.gov.uk  -  (m) 07976 374146 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:customerservices@westberks.gov.uk
mailto:Carolyne.culver1@westberks.gov.uk
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