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Tales from your Parish Clerk
Welcome to issue 102 of the EIC, just in time for Christmas! What a joy it is to see
the village adorned with all the decorations. The Pond Lot have gone to town this
year, the Crown & Horns have made the pub look super festive and the inflatable
snowman on Broad Street gave me a chuckle! It is so wonderful to see all the lights
and the enjoyment people are getting from the displays. Well done East Ilsley!
At a time when work usually winds down in preparation for the Christmas break, your Parish
Council have been hard at work. Behind the scenes we have been preparing the draft budget
for the new financial year, applying for grants and funding to help us with various projects and
generally being busy bees!
A couple of exciting things have happened at the Playground; first of all, thanks to your donations
on Double Matched Funding Day back in July the new Pyramid Net has finally arrived! It is a
wonderful and challenging addition to our playground for the children to use and I hope lots of
you can wrap up warm and head over for a climb, do send us your pictures as we love to see
them. The second thing is that we have finally got the Zip Wire fixed, so as well as climbing, you
can whizz along the Zip Wire after its long spell of inactivity. I think you will agree that this year
has been a bumper year for the Playground, thank you so much to our Playground Officer Cllr.
Brendan McGrath for all his efforts, negotiations, phone calls and site visits. Also, thank you to
the Playground Team who have supported Brendan and helped to initiate the plans. Finally,
thanks to you dear reader as we could not have made the impact we have without your donations.
No ‘tales’ is ever complete without a Pond Watch update. The heavy rains we saw in November
were concerning but our Flood Warden, Nick Watkins, was there to check on the flow and
drainage and it withstood those onslaughts reasonably well. There is still lots to do, we are
desperate to excavate but cannot fund the works needed. We have recenty been awarded a
£1,000 grant from West Berkshire which will be put towards the project to include a nature trail
around the perimeter of the pond and a new CIL fund has just been released by West Berkshire
Council. We are writing the application proposal to bid for finanical support for the whole
project. Deadline for submission is early January so expect an update on that early next year.
This is a good time to remind all those with Riparian Responsibilties to ensure they keep the
channels and gullies clean, free flowing and well maintained, all these little things do help.
Remember the war memorial we rescued from the Baptist Chapel? It is currently waiting for
restoration in Cardiff under the care of the War Memorial Restoration Company who have put
forward a proposal for the works. On 31st December we find out if we have been sucessful with
our grant application to the War Memorial Trust to fund this and the Diocese of Oxford have
agreed in principle for it to be re-homed in St Mary’s Church once restoration is complete. We
are just waiting for the faculty to be issued by the Registrar and we will be good to go.
Finally, as we come to the end of a pretty hideous year, we are completely in awe of the
community spirit that is ever present in East Ilsley. We would not have been able to provide the
support people in the village needed during the lockdowns without our amazing East Ilsley
Superheroes, so thank you to each and every one of you.
The Parish Council would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, thank
you for working with us and joining in with our meetings. Lets make 2021 a totally brilliant year
and celebrate everything we have achieved together. Stay safe and well, enjoy being with your
families and have a lovely Christmas!
Fen
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Future Meeting Dates of the Parish Council
Date
Tuesday 12th January 2021
Tuesday 9th March 2021

Time
7.30pm
7.30pm

Location
via Zoom*
via Zoom*

* Parish Councils are authorised to continue with online meetings until 6th May 2021. We will

continue to meet via Zoom until we are advised it is safe to conduct face to face meetings. We
will return to The Ilsleys Primary School as our meeting place once safe to do so.
The Zoom log in details for the above meetings can be found below:
January Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84710188420?pwd=ZEdSUmkwV1cxUXltYjJJTVlvQ3NwUT09
Meeting ID: 847 1018 8420
Passcode: 4bfuxx
March Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84676008922?pwd=UHJWNVZlemNsbE03WnZTbTB1bUpHdz09
Meeting ID: 846 7600 8922
Passcode: 2G2Zka
How to contact the Parish Council:
Phone:

01635 228104 or 07912 565665

Email:

clerk@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk

Post:

Swimbrels, Newbury Hill, Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire, RG18 0TR

Facebook:

@eiparishcouncil

Twitter:

@eastilsleypari1

Instagram:

@eastilsleypc

YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ba375kx9qqSeeEpPgyCLw/

NEWS FLASH

Santa has agreed to tour East Ilsley again this
Christmas Eve! He has told us that due to Covid-19 his sleigh will not
stop along the route but instead he will drive slowly round the village
so that he can wave at the children (and their parents) who will
hopefully be out to wave back at him and small bags of sweets will be
handed out.
Santa’s Route: starting at 6.00 p.m. Sun Rise – Compton Road –
The Pond – Hildesley Court – Church Hill – Church Side – High Street –
Old Stanmore Road – High Street – Crown & Horns – The Swan – Abingdon Road – Farriers Lane –
Sheepdown and should finish about 6.45 p.m.
Regrettably there will not be a house to house collection for The Air Ambulance however, we
have set up a Just-Giving web page should you wish to donate to them and collection boxes
will be in both The Crown & Horns and The Swan. Please be generous to this essential service
that many downland villages rely on.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fatherchristmasineastilsley
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From the Guest Editor…
Welcome to the Christmas edition of the EIC.
I think this might be my last edition as guest editor (insert sigh of relief from all parties here)
I
am hopeful our new editor will be ready to take over my quill and scroll from the new year! In all
seriousness, I have thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of pulling these editions together, it has
been a lot harder than I thought, kudos to Geoff and Matthew for what they managed for all those
years, I can completely appreciate what you had to do!
So, we have finally made it to Christmas after a horrible year and we are allowed to get together
with families during the 5 day ‘break’ between 23rd December and 27th December in a
‘Christmas Bubble’. It is fantastic news that we can celebrate together and be with people we
love at long last. We can travel and we can stay over night and generally feel a little bit more
normal. It goes without saying that it is not an invitation to forget all we have been taught this
year about hand hygiene, symptom spotting and personal judgement of situations, but at least
we can celebrate this special time with people we really care about.
Thank you for reading the EIC this year and for all the lovely comments I have received. It has
been wonderful to have engagement with readers who have sent in photos, and I couldn’t do
this without all the contributions from the various groups, charities, schools, churches and
people. Thank you so much for helping me curate these editions, I hope it continues when the
new editor takes over in the new year and I will very much look forward to reading future
editions.
I wish you all a very happy Christmas, stay safe, and enjoy the festivites as best you can.
Fen
A thank you letter to school staff from West Berkshire Council
We have all experienced a very challenging and different 2020, none more
so than teaching staff in schools and children learning in a new environment.
Teachers already have to deal with copious amounts of work in the normal
world, let alone adding to it the realities of COVID-19 such as teaching online, learning online
technologies, and providing safe places for children of key workers and vulnerable children.
Teachers reach out to pupils on a level that goes beyond the curriculum in classrooms. Delivering
a quality education under these new restrictions is a noble achievement.
Like our courageous key workers that selflessly continue to keep vital services running for us,
teaching and admin staff in our schools are among the unsung heroes of COVID-19.
Teachers have not only had to juggle parenting and teaching at home with their own children but
also prepare for remote learning; ensure that children’s education is not compromised; clean
classrooms for everyone’s safety; and continually stay in contact with children and parents to
make sure they are coping with homework.
There are still challenges ahead but what this pandemic has shown is that so much can be
achieved by working together and creatively. Teachers and admin staff in schools deserve our
thanks and appreciation for continuing to deliver a high quality education to our school children.
During this reality of COVID-19, we’ve all had to adapt our lives during 2020 and beyond.
For teachers and admin staff in schools all across West Berkshire, I want to personally say thank
you, every day. You are, and always will be, our heroes.
Cllr Howard Woollaston
Chairman, Health and Wellbeing Board at West Berkshire Council
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East Ilsley Parish Council
Precept Increase Survey 2021 / 2022
East Ilsley Parish Council are proposing to increase the Precept for 2021/2022 to allow them to
complete the major work that is needed for the Pond.
The Pond provides us with an area of tranquillity within the village, it is home to a number of
ducks and moorhens, and on occasion, goldfish even make an appearance. It has a number of
benches around the outside and is the perfect spot to sit and spend some time outside in
nature.
The Pond also has another role, and that is to aid the drainage of rainfall from the roads and to
help filter the excess water away to the fields. In order for it to complete this task it needs to
work properly and after investigation we know that this is no longer the case.
With help from West Berkshire Council, 3 Contract Engineers were contacted and ask to quote
us for the costs of a full excavation of the silt and reeds, and the transfer of the excess silt and
reeds when they have dried out. Each of these quotations were similar in price, between
£22,000 and £25,000 for the total work but these could be subject to further increase
depending on the amount of silt removed from the pond and how many lorries would be
needed to transport it all away.
Thanks to the small Precept increase for 2020 / 2021 we have managed to ringfence £11,000
towards the Pond Project, but as you can see, we fall short of the amount required to complete
the work. In order for us to be able to carry out this vital work are proposing to increase the
Precept for 2021 / 2022 by £10,020, taking it to £24,450.00. This equates to the following
figures for each Council Tax Band Property:
Table below shows the amounts of Parish Council Precept in total for all bands:

Year
2020/21

Total
Precept
£24,450

Council
Tax
Base
262.84

Band A
£62.01

Band B
£72.35

Band C
£82.69

Band D
£93.02

Band E
£113.69

Band F
£134.37

Band G
£155.04

Band H
£186.04

Table below shows the amount the increase would be in addition for all bands if we increased
the Precept by £10,020.00:

Year
2020/21

Total
Precept
Increase
£10,020

Council
Tax
Base
262.84

Band A
£25.41

Band B
£29.65

Band C
£33.89

Band D
£38.12

Band E
£46.59

Band F
£55.07

Band G
£63.54

Band H
£76.24

Therefore, we are looking at a Council Tax Precept increase of £38.12 extra a year for a Band D
property, equivalent to £3.81 per 10 month annual payment schedule or 95p a week to enable
this project.
We now want to survey all residents and find out your views and we invite you to
participate in the online survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HFVB62H
The deadline for responses is Tuesday 5th January 2021.
Or complete the form on the next page and hand into the Crown & Horns Pub who will gather
them all for us to collect. The results of the survey will be collated and presented at the Parish
Council Meeting on Tuesday 12th January 2021 which due to Covid-19 will be held via Zoom
and recorded for you to watch back on our YouTube Channel.
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East Ilsley Parish Council Precept Increase Survey 2021 / 2022
Project Pond
East Ilsley Parish Council are proposing to increase the Precept for 2021/2022 to allow
them to complete the major work that is needed for the Pond.
1. Are you in favour of the Parish Council going ahead with the major work required in
the Pond?
 YES
 NO
2. Are you in favour of the Parish Council going ahead with the major work required on
the Pond if it includes a Council Tax precept increase of an additional £38.12* per
year (or 95p* per week) * for Band D properties
 YES
 NO
3. If you are not in favour of the proposed work on the Pond please indicate your
reasons here:

4. Are there any other projects you would like to see the Council work on in the coming
year?

Thank you for completing this survey.

 cut me out and hand in to the Crown and Horns Pub before 5

th

January 2021.

Newbury Town Centre Masterplan Make your views count on the development
of Newbury!
West Berkshire Council has appointed Hemingway Design to lead a major new master planning
study on the future uses of Newbury Town Centre. The design firm will be part of a multidisciplinary team that also includes New Masterplanning, GL Hearn, and Urban Movement.
Please have your say and support this important project by filling out a 10 minute online survey
(linked below). The goal of the survey is to begin to identify the town's needs. This exercise will
form the first stage of a broad engagement strategy with the local community.
The study will be developed over the next 9 months to outline how the Town Centre can evolve
into the future, resulting in a full masterplan. It will take into account the significant changes in
the retail and hospitality industries and the impact of Covid-19 in accelerating the review of
alternative uses for town centres and public spaces
Visit: https://www.newburytowncentremasterplan.co.uk/
to give your views
5
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Advice on forming a ‘Christmas Bubble’ (extracted from Age UK)
From 23 December to 27 December the coronavirus rules are
Each household can form a 'Christmas bubble' with up to two other households.

changing.

However, once you've decided which two households you want to spend time with you can't
change them. Your bubble remains the same throughout this period. For example, you can't
spend Christmas Eve with two households and then Christmas Day with two different households.
Even if you are ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ you can still form a Christmas Bubble
You can spend time with the people in your bubble in someone's home, garden, places of
worship or in an outside public space. In terms of hospitality settings such as bars and pubs, you
have to follow the guidance for the highest alert level in your Christmas bubble. For example, if
someone in your bubble is from a Tier 3 area, everyone in the bubble must follow the hospitality
guidance for Tier 3.
If you have coronavirus symptoms then the rules don't change – you should still get tested and
self-isolate. You shouldn't be part of a Christmas bubble if you have symptoms.
No matter your local alert level these rules apply to everyone this Christmas but only from 23
December to 27 December.
If you're already part of a support bubble then you and the people in this bubble will count as
one household and can meet with up to two other households. However, if you're in a childcare
bubble, you and the others in this bubble will count as two separate households if you're in the
same Christmas bubble and so can only meet with up to one other household.
You can't spend time indoors with anyone that isn't in your Christmas bubble from 23 December
to 27 December but you can meet up with others outside in public spaces. However, this has to
be done in line with the guidance in your local area.
You can travel across the UK to form your Christmas bubble, regardless of tiers. Any travelling
should also take place between 23 December and 27 December. If you're travelling on public
transport, it's a good idea to plan ahead as services are likely to be busier than normal. If you're
driving, it's best to only travel in a car with people in your household or support bubble.
Once you've formed your Christmas bubble, you can stay overnight at someone's house if they're
in your bubble. If you need to stay overnight elsewhere, you can stay at a hotel but can only do
so by yourself or with those in your household or support bubble – this doesn't include those in
your Christmas bubble.
As the lockdown measures are eased for the five-day period there is an increased risk of the virus
spreading. So, before forming a Christmas bubble, it's important to think through the risks and
what you can do to stay as safe as possible. You, and the people in your Christmas bubble, should
do what they can to reduce their exposure to coronavirus in the two weeks leading up to 23
December. This might mean avoiding busier places and limiting who you see – no matter what
tier you're in. Also, limit who you spend time with after 27 December to help reduce the risk of
the virus spreading. Keep washing your hands regularly. If you're spending time indoors, keep
the space as well ventilated as possible by opening doors and windows – of course, until people
start getting too cold! You can still decide to keep your distance more than you normally would
if that would make you feel more comfortable. This advice was correct at the time of going to print.
Keep an eye on UK Government Briefings for any
amendments or changes to the advice.
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We have been contacted by Dr Richard M Clarke, a Research Fellow from the University of
Southampton, Faculty of Medicine.
They have asked for our help in sharing a project they are working on and would like your help.
They are looking to recruit members of the public to take part in a large scale survey on the
preventative behaviours people are taking to avoid catching Covid-19 and the long term effects
of those who have suffered from Covid-19 during the pandemic.
They are searching for a broad range of participants from all over the UK and are hoping that
there will be some people in East Ilsley willing to participate in the study.
All you need to do is head to the online survey which can be found here:
https://pharma.unige.ch/limesurvey/index.php/326544?lang=en
Or find them on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/RtoCovid19 and Twitter
https://twitter.com/RTO_Covid19 for direct links to the online survey.
This study will help them to answer several questions about Covid-19, including:
What did people do to avoid Covid-19? ⚫ How did this affect their risk of becoming ill? ⚫
What treatments did people use when they were ill? ⚫ Did this affect how ill they became? ⚫
How many people have developed long-lasting symptoms following Covid-19? ⚫ Which
symptoms are most common? ⚫ Can we predict who will experience longer-term symptoms? ⚫
How do behaviours and treatments differ between different countries? ⚫ What are the potential
implications of this?
The results of the study will be published in scientific publications, sent to participants who
provide their email address, published online, and sent to key stakeholders.
As a thank you for your participation between now and March 2021 we are awarding over 60
vouchers (ranging from £5 to £500) as prizes to be won. See the survey for further details.
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DECEMBER 2020
Hello everyone, I hope you are all keeping well.
We are still waiting for the Sunrise Hill business units and the Compton Institute site to go to
Western Area Planning Committee to be voted on.
In January we planted a community orchard next to the allotments. Earlier this month Hampstead
Norreys planted an orchard. Last weekend I went to Goldwell Park with lots of other volunteers
to plant trees as part of Friends of the Earth’s Lockdown Wood project. There will be three new
woods in West Berkshire, with many trees being dedicated to people who have lost their lives to
Covid.
At the council meeting on 3 December myself and my two Green Party colleagues argued against
an increase in councillors’ allowances from April 2022. The proposal to increase allowances was
passed with three votes against.
We also proposed a motion, seconded by the Liberal Democrats, calling on the council to
support a universal basic income and have a discussion with the local community about how a
trial could be run. UBI is a basic payment everyone would receive so that nobody would be left
destitute in times of crisis. It has been trialled around the world and is gaining increasing support
among councils across the UK. We lost the vote 23-17 but at least we got a motion debated. Most
of them are delegated to confidential ‘advisory groups’ that the public are excluded from.
West Berkshire Council is inviting members of the public to have their say on the emerging draft
version of its new Local Plan. The public consultation closes on Friday, 5 February. Residents can
read more here http://consult.westberks.gov.uk/kse
The draft plan looks at future need for new homes, employment and associated infrastructure.
There are new policies for contributing to the health and wellbeing of residents, minimising the
demand for energy, and protecting water. The draft plan also takes into account the Council’s
declaration of a climate emergency in July 2019 and pledge to become carbon neutral by 2030.
It seeks to locate the majority of development in places that reduce car dependency.
The plan also proposes working with partners to conserve and enhance the district’s heritage,
local distinctive character of towns and villages, and North Wessex Downs area of outstanding
natural beauty.
Local Plans are going to be even more important in the future because if the proposals in the
government’s White Paper on planning become law, it will be easier for developers to get
planning permission as long as they tick boxes in the Local Plan. It would be more difficult for me
to ‘call-in’ planning applications to committee. So please take this opportunity to participate in
the public consultation.
I hope you have a restful Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.
Carolyne Culver
District Councillor for Ridgeway ward
Green Party group leader
West Berkshire Council
(m) 07976 374146
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Christmas Toy and
Food Bank Appeal 2020

Well, everyone, you certainly did East
Ilsley proud with your huge donations
to the above appeals!
Thank you so much for your kindness
and generosity. Swift Couriers have
collected the toys and we are taking
the food boxes to the Food Bank.
Your generosity and care have meant
that there will be a lot of children and
families who will now have better
Christmas this year.

Christmas Lights at St. Marys Church 2020
Follow us on
Facebook
https://www.facebook.
com/eichurch
Thank you, thank you, thank you all of you who
sponsored the switching on of lights on St Mary’s
Church again in this particularly difficult year. It looks so
great shining out over the village at Christmas. We still
have two days left if anyone would like to sponsor them
Although we were hoping to put the Sponsor Sheets
outside this year, because of the weather we have again
put them inside. The Church will also be open on
Christmas Day at 10.00 am for a Family Service and the
Sponsor Sheets will be on show still until the 5th
January.
Your donations will be a great help in covering our
running costs this year as we have lost money with not
being able to have services or money raising activities.
Thank you most sincerely from all the PCC at St Mary’s
Church and a Very Happy Christmas to everyone.
11
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St Mary’s Church – East Ilsley
Musings from our Licenced Lay Minister, Wendy Willoughby-Paul
What a year we have had! Looking back, I wonder what have we learned from
it!
Everyone will have been affected in some way, but many of us now are looking
forward and wondering whether we will be able to spend Christmas with loved
ones. Already lights and Christmas trees have been put up, some as early as
October I believe, to bring a sense of joy and hope!
As I write, we have just heard that a vaccine is well on the way to being tested and made available,
which must be good news to cheer us up!
We are now in the season of Advent, which is a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the
coming of Jesus into the world at Christmas and the four weeks of Advent are used to prepare
ourselves and remember the real meaning of Christmas.
The children get excited marking off the days on their Advent calendars and eating the
chocolates inside and there are Christian calendars containing chocolates, which also tell the
nativity story.
Churches are planning events to lift our spirits. There are plans for socially distanced
listening to carols in Yattendon Square, Hampstead Norreys churchyard, in Hermitage and in
Compton. In Cold Ash, the church and community will be decorating the church inside and out
with scenes of the nativity. East Ilsley church is already illuminated as a beacon of light leading
up to Christmas and for Frilsham villagers, there will a nativity trail following decorated houses,
each with a different part of the story. Do check posters in your village for details of local events.
We all know that Christmas will be different this year, but as we wait to come out of
lockdown on 2nd December, perhaps we could find time to reflect on the reason we
celebrate Christmas and know that Jesus came into the world to save us and bring us into a
relationship with the living God. He loves each one of us and longs for us to come to him.
O come let us adore Him!
No matter how we are feeling, God is with us in the midst of everything.
Blessings for a happy and joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Wendy
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Services for the end of December 2020 and January 2021
Date
Sunday 20th December
(Advent 4)
Thursday 24th
December
(Christmas Eve)

Friday 25th December
(Christmas Day)
Sunday 27th December
(Christmas 1)

Sunday 3rd January
(Epiphany)
Sunday 10th January
(Baptism of Christ)
Sunday 17th December
(Epiphanhy 2)
Sunday 24th January
(Epiphany 3)

Sunday 31st January
(Candlemas)

East Ilsley Church

Compton Church

No Service here today

8.00am Holy Communion (CW)

4.00pm
Nativity Service on Zoom
Meeting ID: 874 3557 3877
Passcode: nativity
11.30pm
Midnight Christmas Celebration on Zoom
Meeting ID: 811 2291 3168
Passcode: Midnight
10.00am
10.00am
Christmas Holy Communion
Christmas Holy Communion
(CW)
(CW)
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP) at Hampstead Norreys Church
10.00am
Team Service at Frilsham Church
All are welcome
9.30am
11.00am
Holy Communion (CW)
All Age Praise
No Service here today
9.30am
Holy Communion (CW)
6.00pm
Time with God on Zoom
11.00am
9.30am
All Age Praise
Holy Communion (CW)
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP) at Hampstead Norreys Church
10.00am
Team Service at Holy Trinity Church in Hermitage
All are welcome
No Service here today
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
Christingle Service
(joint for Compton & East Ilsley)

We will continue to offer some online services via Zoom, all are welcome but particularly for
those of you not yet ready to meet up inside the Church.
We will continue to add recorded services to our YouTube Channel,
please subscribe and you will be alerted when a new service has been
added. http://bit.ly/hermitageteam-youtube
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A message from Fr. Andrew from St. Patricks Catholic Church:
Services continue at St Mary’s, East Hendred,
but regretfully we cannot yet re-open St
Patrick’s, East Ilsley, for Sunday Mass. The
problem is social distancing: St Patrick’s, though
lovely, is not large. We plan to review this
decision in the New Year.
To book for Sunday Mass at St Mary’s, East Hendred, please contact
hendred@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. Mass is at 9.30am, 11.15am, and 6pm. There is room for
about thirty people at each. For the time being, the Bishops of England and Wales have
suspended the Mass Obligation, so many of the vulnerable are choosing to watch Mass on line.
For further details, including in due course details of our Christmas services, look at our website
www.hendredcatholicparish.org.uk
Prayers for all the residents of East Ilsley and the surrounding area.
Fr Andrew Burnham aburnham@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 01235 835038

Little Angels is back at
Hampstead Norreys! Next session
on Friday 8th January at 10am.
Come along to the church for
Bible Stories, Music and Play
time! Parent, Grandparents, and
Carers all welcome for a chat and
all Covid guidelines will be
followed.

St Mary’s Church Parochial Church Council

May we please remind all dog owners that dogs are not allowed to run free within the
Churchyard. If you choose to walk through the Churchyard, please ensure your dog is kept
on a lead at all times. Also, do not allow your dog to do its business in the Churchyard, this
is disrespectful to those who are laid to rest there and for the families visiting their loved
ones. Signs will be placed in the Churchyard to remind you all of these two courtesies we
would like you to observe at all times.
Thank you for your help and understanding.
15

16

DOWNLAND VOLUNTEERS GROUP
COMPTON SURGERY OFFICE
GREAT NEWS RESTARTING THE CAR SERVICE FOR HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS
WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU.
After a long closure we are opening in a very small way to help our Clients. Starting on 24th
November 2020 the Downland Volunteer Office will be open two mornings a week Tuesday
and Friday for receiving telephone calls, to take bookings for car transporting Clients to a
hospital appointment.
Our opening hours for the office are 09.30 till 11.30 but you will be able to leave a message on
our answer phone.
At the present time we do not have many Drivers who are able to help us because of age
restrictions and we would appreciate if new people under 70 could get in touch with us to be a
volunteer Driver. We desperately need new Drivers. PLEASE HELP US.
Booking a trip must be by telephone only.
01635 578394
www.downlandvolgroup.org
Charity Commission Reg. No 112181
Registered Company No 5572984

Why did Mary and Joseph have to stay in the stable?

Because there was no zoom at the inn!
Where do Bee’s like to stay when they go on holiday?

In B & B’s!
Two chaps were standing together and having a chat, one said to the other “I hear you
have just had a new baby daughter! What is her name?” The other chap said “Henrietta”.
The other chaps said, “Oh I’m sorry to hear that”.

with thanks to Neil Hatton
17
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The Downland Practice
Welcome to the Downland Practice patient info sheet. This edition
will concentrate on the following issues:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update
Patient Appointments
GP Appointments
Flu Clinics 2020
Shielding Patients

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update
The current COVID situation is still very unpredictable, the surgery is constantly monitoring this
issue and will adjust the service according to the severity of the COVID-19 spread of infection.
The current situation is being managed as best as we can, all patients must wear a face mask
when attending the surgery (unless they are exempt). Updates on the Downland Practice can
be found at the practice website news section www.downlandpractice.nhs.uk.
Patient Appointments
Nationally it has been reported that hospital waiting times are at their highest level since 2008,
this is a direct result of the COVID situation. The standard wait for a patient to be seen at a
hospital is 18 weeks, it has been reported that in September 2020, close to 140,000 patients
have been waiting over a year to be seen at a hospital. This is up from 1,600 patients waiting
longer than one year in February 2020. Currently there are 4.35 million people waiting for a
hospital appointment in the UK. What this means in real terms is that patients waiting to be
seen at the hospital are suffering longer from their conditions and need more support from
their GP/Nurse at the GP practice. As this situation is no closer to ending, the demand for
patient appointments is increasing at all GP practices UK wide. In addition, the practice staff
both clinical and administrative who work at the practice are not immune to being infected by
COVID. GP/Nurse clinics have had to be cancelled in the last few months as staff have been
absent due to COVID testing for themselves or their families. The last thing the practice wants
to do is cancel appointments for patients who may have been waiting for a few weeks to be
seen by their GP but safety must come first. Patients will be waiting slightly longer to see their
GP in the coming months, we are offering as many appointments as we are able to and practice
staff are working very hard to ensure that patients are seen appropriately according to their
needs. The biggest concern we have at the practice is the demand for appointments during
the COVID national crisis that we are all dealing with.
GP Appointments
Please ring the surgery before 12.30 if you require a telephone consultation with a GP on the
day. Calls received from patients in the afternoon may have a GP telephone call booked for the
next working day. The way that appointments are requested is changing, we now ask that
patients go to our website and submit requests via the ask the GP a question. These requests
are then processed by the reception team and actioned as required. As this system develops
then there will be less reception staff answering the telephones as some reception staff will be
dealing with the patients who have submitted their request on line. The Downland Practice will
be having their computer system updated in the next few months, this will allow for patients to
use the practice website for submitting requests for GP appointments to run smoother. Once
the new system is about to go live the surgery will issue a patient update to inform patient how
best to use this system. Patients registered at the Downland Practice are offered face to face
appointments when this is appropriate for their care. The GP’s are only routinely seeing the
patients who are on their list, this is to provide continuity for the care of the patient, patient’s
may feel frustrated that they may need to wait longer than normal to be seen by their GP. We
do have a duty doctor on every day who deals with urgent on the day medical issues.
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Flu Clinics 2020
Thank you to all of the patients who have given the practice good feedback on this year’s flu
clinics. The staff booking these appointments do so in to a timed clinic and will book the next
available appointment. This may be slightly inconvenient for some of our patients but we need
to operate a system that is safe and effective so that we can vaccinate the patients for their flu.
We did have an error occur on a flu clinic a few weeks ago. This error was caused by a number
of reasons, staff unplanned absences did contribute to this error and the delivery of the flu
vaccinations had not been checked. By the time the error was discovered it was the day of the
clinic and patients had their flu vaccination cancelled at very short notice. The Downland
Practice apologises to all of our patients who were affected by this error and we have rebooked
a new flu clinic for those patients who had their flu vaccination cancelled. This year we have
seen a huge increase in those patients who wish to have their flu vaccination.
Shielding Patients
All of the practice patients who are deemed to be 'CLINICALLY EXTREMELY VULNERABLE'
have been sent a letter advising them on COVID related issues and given advice on the
different methods that they can arrange for their medications to be collected for them or
delivered where appropriate.
Keep an eye on the ‘News’ page of the Downland Practice as this is updated often and there will
be lots to read in the coming weeks: https://downlandpractice.nhs.uk/news_archive/
Finally, on behalf of the GP partners and staff at the Downland Practice we would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and we hope that 2021 brings us all a COVID safe year.
Update from the Downland Practice on the Covid-19 Vaccination
You will be aware of the exciting news that the NHS is rolling out a vaccination program for the
COVID-19 virus. You might be aware that this is going to run by a number of hospital sites,
clusters of GPs and later mass vaccination sites too.
The Downland Practice is linked with Strawberry Hill Medical Centre and Eastfield House GP
practice into a Primary Care Network (PCN). The final details of the program for GP clusters or
PCNs came out on Friday evening. Over the weekend and again on Monday the practice
studied and discussed how we might deliver the vaccination safely and at the same time not
destabilise the practice’s every day work. Unfortunately the deadline for agreeing to do this
work was midnight, Monday 7th December and we have yet to find a solution.
We have written to the NHS asking for more time to iron out a number of significant issues with
them and are hopeful that over the coming days and weeks we will reach a satisfactory
conclusion. Rest assured we are committed to you receiving your vaccination in a timely
manner. You will have read and heard that there are significant logistical issues with the
vaccination produced by Pfizer.
To give you an example we have calculated that to draw up and administer the vaccine safely
and give it to our 80+ year olds without expecting them to queue in the freezing cold means we
can vaccinate 23 people an hour at our practice site. We have been told we will have 3½ days to
give out 975 vaccinations before the vaccine spoils. This would mean having to offer 40 hours
of clinics over that time. This would be impossible without shutting the practice to all other
work.
We recognise there are plans to improve this- find a bigger site to use for example, and put in
place a number of mechanisms to improve the speed of vaccination. The Oxford vaccine also
offers a simpler process and could be rolled out more easily once it is (hopefully) approved.
We will keep you informed on the website and through our Parish Patient Representatives as
things develop.

Dr James A H Cave
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East Ilsley – 100 years ago
11th November 1920
PETTY SESSIONS held on Friday, 5th November before Mr. J. A. Fairhurst I
the chair, Brig-Gen E. S. Burder, C.M.G., and Major Cooper, O.B.E.., M.C.
Christopher Bosley and Harold Bosley, of Worlds End, Hampstead Norris,
were summoned at the instance of the Wantage Board of Guardians to show cause why they
should not contribute towards the maintenance of their father, Henry Bosley, an inmate of the
Berks Asylum, and the Wantage Union. James Sanderson, relieving officer, gave evidence.
Defendants were ordered to pay, Christopher 3s., and Harold 1s. 6d., per week, to date from
the 15th September.
9th December 1920
PETTY SESSIONS held Friday, 3rd Dec., before Brig-General Burder, C.M.G., and Major Cooper,
O.B.E.., M.C., Gilbert Bosley and Frederick Bosley, of Worlds End, Hampstead Norris, were
summoned at the instance of the Wantage Board of Guardians to show cause why they should
not contribute towards the support of their father, an inmate of the Berks Asylum. The bench
ordered them to pay each 3s., per week.
Cecil Frank Quelch of Farnborough, for riding a bicycle without front or rear lights, was fined 5s.
P.C. Lynn stated the facts.
Eric Saxton
The Millennium Green Update
Twenty Years of our Open Space
Under the present lockdown an ideal place for up to six people
to meet, out of doors, is East Ilsley Millennium Green.
Here you can sit, jog, drink your coffee, or run among pleasant
surroundings in the fresh air.
The Green was created with the aim of providing an open
green space for all the community to enjoy. The key word here is ‘open’. The recent laudable
project to plant as many trees as possible to save the planet, has prompted suggestions that
more trees be planted on the green.
Over the first twenty years of its existence a wooded area has been created in the corner of the
green, and other plantings have been carefully spaced elsewhere. To keep the ethos of an
open space, a conscious decision was made during planning and implementation not to
surround the space with hedges which, when mature, would heighten the feeling of an
enclosed space rather than one where the surrounding beautiful views of the countryside could
be seen and appreciated.
As we enter the 21st year of this amazing space, the trustees are keen to ensure that the Green
still meets the needs of our special community here in East Ilsley, we are always willing to
answer your questions, and listen to the views of local people on ways to preserve and improve
the facilities we can offer.
In the meantime, the trustees would like to wish you all a happy and peaceful Festive period.

Eric Saxton (Chairman), Ian Wilson (Treasurer), Jane Bexx (Secretary), Raine Hunter, Sally Allsop,
Sheila Kidd, and Paul Finch.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION COMPTON,
ILSLEYS & NORREYS BRANCH Update
Poppy Appeal 2020 – In this difficult period for all of us, our RBL Poppy Appeal Organisers have
worked doubly hard this year distributing poppies and collecting funds from our catchment
villages. This Charity remains vital in providing support to the serving and ex-service men &
women and their families who have fallen on hard times. This year, we have seen inspiring
generosity from you all and funds raised have been boosted by two exceptionally large donations
from local organisations. On behalf of the Poppy Appeal can we say a sincere thank you.
Poppy Appeal Lunch 2020 – it will be no surprise to our readers that this event, scheduled for
Saturday 24th October, had to be cancelled. We usually squeeze up to 70 supporters of this
annual event into the Foinavon dining area. Regrettably, gathering this large number together in
a confined space was always going to be against the rules! Our guest speaker was to have been
our new Member of Parliament, Laura Farris. She has kindly agreed, her work programme
permitting, to come to any re-scheduled event we manage to organise when Covid19 restrictions
allow it.
West Ilsley Remembrance Sunday Service 8th November 2020 – it was the turn of West Ilsley
to host the Branch’s event this year. We are pleased to report that It went ahead but, due to ever
changing Covid19 restrictions, in a very much reduced format. Originally planned under the “rule
of six” regime we were going to have a parade of 6 people marching from the Harrow – Piper,
Standard Bearer and wreath layers – but just days before Remembrance Sunday, restrictions were
tightened further. The result - a socially distanced Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial was
permitted. A congregation of about 30 attended this solemn and memorable service led by
Reverend Clive Jones. In attendance were Ian Knight (piper), Aimee Jones (cornet) and Mick
Crockford (RBL Standard Bearer). Main wreath layers were Steve Alison (Branch Chairman), Rollo
Duckworth (W Ilsley PC Chairman). They were joined by representatives from our catchment
villagers and youth groups. Our thanks to those who attended.
Membership – come and join us! - our small RBL branch would welcome you as a member. You
do not have to be ex services (or a senior citizen!) to join the RBL but only supportive of the
charity’s objectives of looking after the serving and ex-serving community. The membership
annual subscription is small at £17. To join, please contact one of the undersigned. Steve Allison
tel: 07812 991013 email steveallison1888@aol.com or David Norbury TD, tel: 07770 326128
email davidnorbury@btinternet.com – thank you.
May we wish you a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year!

Hampstead Norreys W.I. would like to wish everyone an
enjoyable Christmas and a safe, peaceful, and happy New
Year.

We wish all our friends & neighbours in EI a very happy Xmas & healthy 2021. No cards
but instead a donation to the BHF. Tess, Jon, Jamie & Matt xx
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Christmas Updates
Rubbish and Recycling Christmas and New Year Collection Dates

Your Normal Collection Day

Your Revised Collection Day

Monday 21 December

no change

Monday 21 December

Tuesday 22 December

no change

Tuesday 22 December

Wednesday 23 December

no change

Wednesday 23 December

Thursday 24 December

no change

Thursday 24 December

Friday 25 December

will be collected on

Tuesday 29 December

Monday 28 December

will be collected on

Wednesday 30 December

Tuesday 29 December

will be collected on

Thursday 31 December

Wednesday 30 December

will be collected on

Saturday 2 January

Thursday 31 December

will be collected on

Monday 4 January

Friday 1 January

will be collected on

Tuesday 5 January

Monday 4 January

will be collected on

Wednesday 6 January

Tuesday 5 January

will be collected on

Thursday 7 January

Wednesday 6 January

will be collected on

Friday 8 January

Thursday 7 January

will be collected on

Saturday 9 January
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Friday 8 January

will be collected on

Monday 11 January

Monday 11 January

will be collected on

Tuesday 12 January

Tuesday 12 January

will be collected on

Wednesday 13 January

Wednesday 13 January

will be collected on

Thursday 14 January

Thursday 14 January

will be collected on

Friday 15 January

Friday 15 January

will be collected on

Saturday 16 January

**Collections will return to normal from Monday 18 January 2021**
Christmas Tree Recycling: We will be collecting real Christmas trees from Monday 4 January
until Friday 29 January. Please remove all decorations, lights, and any pots. Trees can be placed
out with your recycling and you do not need to have a garden waste subscription to recycle
your tree.

Barry and Karen wish all their friends and neighbours in East Ilsley a very Happy
Christmas and hope 2021 brings us all good health and happiness.
We have donated money saved on cards and Barry’s shoe leather to the Alzheimer’s
Society.
Wishing all EIC readers a very Happy and Blessed Christmas and all good wishes for
2021. From Trish and John Napper

We wish our many friends in East Ilsley a very Happy Christmas and here's hoping that
2021 will be a much better year for us all.
Very Best Wishes from Geoff & Sue Tooke
Our chosen charity this year is "Swings & Smiles"
‘Awni and Sue wish all our friends in East Ilsley a Merry Christmas and all good wishes for
a brighter, happy and healthy New Year! We have chosen to donate to the homeless this
year instead of sending Christmas cards. ‘

24

News from The Ilsleys Primary School
Well, it has certainly been a different run up to Christmas than usual but we have tried to make it
as exciting as possible here at The Ilsleys!
Arctic Class have put on a fantastic nativity which has been recorded for parents to watch –
hopefully with a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie! We have also tried to maintain many of
our Ilsleys traditions, such as Christmas lunch, Christmas Carousel and Christmas parties, all in
our bubbles of course!
In school this term, the children have been as busy as ever. In
Atlantic Class, pupils have been learning about discrimination and
how over periods of time people have been treated differently. They
have written their own stories, using the story of Harriet Tubman as
their inspiration, and found out lots about how the underground
railroad helped slaves to escape from plantations. They have also
enjoyed our recent writing week which was all about the wordless
picture book, ‘Window’. They have learnt about the effects of
deforestation and considered the ways that we can ensure a more
sustainable planet for future generations. The week culminated in
the pupils writing their own balanced arguments about the impact
of pollution etc. on our environment.
In Pacific Class, the children have worked really hard on their
descriptive writing, learning how to include their senses, and writing techniques, such as simile
and metaphor to describe their own fictional story settings. They have also continued their
learning about our interesting topic, the Oceans. They have been learning all about plastic
pollution and the damaging effects it is having on our environment and oceans. They enjoyed
participating in a heated class debate about whether plastic should be banned and have written
some very persuasive letters to Boris Johnson, encouraging him to think about prohibiting plastic
packaging on all food and drink items in a bid to help protect our animals and environment.
In Arctic Class, the children have been very busy with putting on a lovely Nativity. We did miss
the other classes joining in this year and, of course, Mrs Pearce, but they have done an amazing
job. In class children have been enjoying learning about Castles and Knights. They designed
and made their own model castles and then used them as inspiration for
writing instructions texts entitled, ‘How to Make a Castle Model.’
Unfortunately, we could not go on our planned trip to Windsor Castle but
we watched a virtual tour and looked at some interactive maps of Windsor
and other castles in the UK. Children then made their own leaflets based
on their research. They enjoyed using their knowledge of coins and notes
to gain entry to their class castle for our ‘Royal Ball and Banquet’. They
even learnt some medieval dancing to perform.
Across the school, we have continued to improve our ability in sport this
term with a variety of different coaches. In Arctic, they have been learning
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all about Dance with John. Pupils in Atlantic and Pacific have also had the opportunity to do
gymnastics. As well as this, they have continued their games sessions with Danny each week. It
has been cold and muddy but that hasn’t stopped them enjoying competitive sports such as tag
rugby!
It is now that we take the opportunity
to look back on what has been an
incredibly challenging year for
everyone. Here at The Ilsleys we
have tried to ensure that the positive
atmosphere of school has been
maintained for the pupils and that
we have allowed them to continue
with as many of their favourite
activities as possible, such as sport,
watching the pantomime via a live
stream and producing a school
nativity production.
We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas break and a very Happy New Year! We will look forward
to seeing you all again in January!

Don’t forget! Free Parking in all Councilrun car parks - 21 to 25 December and
Council's staff car park in Market Street,
Newbury - every weekend in December
starting 12-13 December.

Hello Everyone, as we have come out of another
lockdown and emerged into a Tier 2 situation, hopefully
this time people will adhere to the advice so that families
can have a far better Christmas than previously looked
likely and we can say goodbye to this terrible year that
has brought so much misery, cost too many lives, and
left us with memories we would rather not have.
The news of positive results to the various drug trials has given us hope of a vaccination against
this awful virus and the beginning of a period of quiet optimism for a year of recovery and
revitalising of the economy and support for the many families and businesses that have suffered
so much this year. The Evergreens hope to have a committee meeting in the New Year, if we
are allowed, when we aim to put together a plan for 2021.
May I on behalf of the Ilsley Evergreens wish you all a safe and pleasant Christmas, and the
hope of a positive and healthy New Year. With all good wishes and kindest regards.
Tony Elliott ~ Secretary
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The Crown & Horns, East Ilsley
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Hampstead Norreys Community Shop

A big thank you to all who supported
our Christmas Appeals. For the whole of
November, we acted as collection point
for new/as new toys and gifts for
children who would otherwise receive
very little, if anything, for Christmas.
We were astounded at the generosity of
all the local villagers - the picture
shows approximately one third of the
large number of donations.

Our December appeal is to help the many people and families who are
struggling in these difficult times. When you buy your shopping, you will
see a board with paper angels, each showing a different amount of
money. Please select an angel and take it to the till. That amount of money
will be added to your bill and the total will be shared equally, between the
West Berks Food Bank and the West Berks Baby Bank.
What else are we doing over Christmas? Well, we had our Orchard
Planting Day on 5 December—over 80 volunteers of all ages came and
helped plant 65 heritage fruit trees and an edible fruiting hedge. Such a
great day! Photos are on our website www.hncs.co.uk, under the
community events page.
We are passionate about supporting local businesses, so have been
pleased to welcome different stallholders at the weekends in December,
offering them a (free) chance to show their wares. It has not been easy for
small traders this year and this was a chance to get some unique and
unusual Christmas presents and goods. Even Lord Carnarvon came along
to support the sales of Highclere Gin!
We are busy planning our contribution to the Healthy Eating campaign for
January, run by Carolyne Culver and others, and are pleased that our new
café menu now includes vegan options . The new menu can be seen on
www.hncs.co.uk, café pages.
Finally, in order to give our amazing staff some much needed rest, we will
be closed from Christmas Eve 4pm to Tuesday 29th Dec (8am to 4pm).
A very happy Christmas to all our lovely customers, whichever village you
live in, and above all, thank you for your support. Happy New Year!
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6 & 6a Bus Timetable
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Classifieds

Based in Newbury, Interior Flooring offers the complete solution to
all your flooring requirements.
With over 30 years of experience we have the industry credentials
to complete the job professionally each and every time.
Supply and lay of carpets, Amtico, Vinyl Tiles & Safety Flooring.
The pride in our workmanship is second to none so call us now on
01635 30869 or 07879 243439 for a quotation.
Visit www.interior-flooring.co.uk

Last year, West Berkshire Libraries worked with
children’s reading charity BookTrust to deliver
over 3,500 Bookstart book packs to families
with babies of 0-12 months and to children
aged 3-4 years. Packs are normally distributed
for us by the district’s Health Visiting Teams
and by pre-schools and nurseries, but during
lockdown this wasn’t possible.
If you have a baby who has already had their 8week check or a child who is now nearly 5 and
you have not yet received a Bookstart pack for
them, you can collect one from your local
library. Please ring any West Berkshire
library to arrange a collection time.
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Directory
District Councillor:
Cllr. Carolyne Culver

Tel: 07976 374146

Email: Carolyne.Culver1@westberks.gov.uk

East Ilsley Parish Council:
Cllr. Andrew Sharp

Tel: 07778 800024

Email: andrew@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk

Cllr. Tracey Murray

Tel: 07876 740890

Email: tracey@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk

Cllr. Brendan McGrath
Cllr. Stephen Meadows
Cllr. Mike Lewis
Fenella Woods

Tel: 07816 875914
Tel: 07584 125737
Tel: 07717 156912
Tel: 07912 565665

Email: brendan@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk
Email: stephen@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk
Email: mike@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk
Email: clerk@eastilsley-pc.gov.uk

Ridgeway Ward

(Chair)

(Vice Chair)

(Clerk)

Website: www.eastilsley-pc.gov.uk
Hospitals & GP Surgeries
West Berkshire Community Hospital
Royal Berkshire Hospital
Radcliffe Infirmary
John Radcliffe Hospital
Downland Practice Chieveley

01635 273300
0118 3225111
01865 311188
01865 741166
01635 248251

Police
Thames Valley Police
Emergency
Non-Emergency
Crime Stoppers

01865 841148
999
101
0800 555111

Schools
Ilsley Under 5’s
The Ilsleys Primary School
The Downs School Compton

01635 281327
01635 281225
01635 27000

Utilities
BT Faults
BT General Enquiries
Southern Water
Thames Water
Southern Electric (SSE)

151
0118 957 5877
0845 7708090 (Emergencies)
0845 9200900 (Emergencies)
105 or 0800 0727282 (Emergencies)

Handy Bus
DVG Co-ordinator

07437 543098
dvg.handybus@gmail.com

Citizens Advice Bureau

0300 222 5941

Hermitage Team of Churches
Reverend Wayne Lautenbach
wayne@hermitage-team.org.uk

07825 502309
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